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In this mini-course we will go into the so-called Bloch-Fourier approach to understand
homogenization of periodic structures. The aims are to state the main results with
motivations, highlight various phenomena in the Fourier space and indicate possible
gains over other methods. Main ideas will be given trying to avoid technicalities.

It isfair to say that ever since the publication of the book [4], there is arenewed and
vigorous activity in homogenization problems which form an important area of Applied
Mathematics. In order to tackle the key questions in homogenization, several methods
have been devised and there is an enormous literature on the subject. Our goal in these
series of lectures is to address certain basic questions which we consider to be
fundamental and to present a way to answer them which can be classified inside category
(B) below.

Homogeni zation methods can be broadly categorized as follows: (A) Physical space
methods, (B) Fourier space methods, and (C) Phase space methods. There are many
methods falling in the class (A) and let us mention some successful ones : Multiscale
expansion [4], Multiscale convergence [1], [21], Method of oscillating test functions [19],
[24], Compensated Compactness [20], Gamma Convergence [11] and so on. Though they
have varying domains of applicability, they have some common characteristics. An
insight into the kind of oscillations produced by the medium is gained and this
information is used in some way or the other (ansatz, test functions, ...).

In order to study partial differential equations with variable coefficients, techniques of
pseudo-differential operators and Fourier integral operators have been developed [15].
These phase space theories provide tools suitable to study the behaviour of in-
homogeneous media which are qualitatively similar to homogeneous ones and their small
perturbations. To deal with heterogeneities possessing qualitatively different properties,
we need more sophisticated tools such as H-measures [23], micro-local defect measures
[13], Wigner measures [14], [16] and their generalizations and refinements (see [18]).

In the middle ground between the classes (A) and (C) lie the methods based purely on
Fourier techniques and these mini-course address them. In problems involving
oscillations, it is natural to seek methods based on Fourier space and this general outlook
led us to look for tools suitable to describe oscillations produced by heterogeneitiesin the
Fourier space. My intention is to present some of them and illustrate how they can be
effectively used to study classical homogenization problems.

Though there are many aspects of homogenization, we will confine ourselves to some
of them which I consider to be fundamental. Using the tools of Fourier space, one simple
objective here is to shed new light and offer an aternate way to view classical results.
Since these tools are sharp, we will also be able to bring out certain new features and
results which are not easily obtainable by other means. This should attract the attention of
potential young homogenizers. Multiscale structure of the solution, if any, will be a
conseguence and not an apriori assumption. Passage to the limit is more direct and there
is no need for sophisticated test functions. The way the test functions arise in this
approach will also be pointed out.

The following points will be discussed throughoui:

() Existence of the homogenization limit.



(if) When the limit exists, it will provide zeroth order approximation to the solution
and to the non-homogeneous medium. What about higher order approximations called
correctors? In this context, we will introduce a new object called the Bloch
approximation. While the notion of correctors for the solution is well-known, the
corresponding notion for the medium appears to be new. This possibility is due to the
Fourier approach that we follow.
(i) It isaclassical fact in homogenization that first order derivatives of the solution are
bounded. Under what condition, do we have uniform estimates on the second order
derivatives? This aspect will be considered in these lectures and appears not discussed
elsewhere.

The mini-course is essentially based on author’ s publications with their collaborators
(see, e.g. [2], [3], [6] —[10]) and also on some current on-going unpublished works. Of
course, the compiled bibliography is vast but obviously far from being comprehensive.
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